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Executive Summary

As a result of USEPA’s Phase II rules published in December 1999, the New Jersey
Department of Environmental Protection developed the Municipal Stormwater Regulation
Program (MSRP). This program addresses pollutants entering our waters from certain storm
drainage systems owned or operated by local, county, state, interstate, or federal government
agencies. These systems are called “municipal separate storm sewer systems” (MS4s). The
Department’s Municipal Stormwater Regulation Program will be issuing NJPDES permits to
municipalities throughout the state, public complexes, and highway systems. Public
complexes include large public colleges, prisons and hospital complexes. Highway systems
include those operated by counties or by entities such as the NJ Department of
Transportation, NJ Turnpike Authority, and the South Jersey Transportation Authority.

The Department's revised NJPDES stormwater rules were signed on January 5, 2004 by
Commissioner Bradley Campbell, and appear in the February 2, 2004 edition of the New
Jersey Register at 36 N.J.R. 813(a).

The Department has issued four general permits to implement the Municipal Stormwater
Regulation Program: the Tier A Municipal Stormwater General Permit (Tier A Permit); the
Tier B Municipal Stormwater General Permit (Tier B Permit); the Public Complex
Stormwater General Permit (Public Complex Permit); and the Highway Agency Stormwater
General Permit (Highway Permit).

The permits address stormwater quality issues related to new development, redevelopment
and existing developed areas by requiring the development of a stormwater program and
implementation of specific permit requirements referred to as Statewide Basic Requirements
(SBRs). SBRs may also require the permittee to implement related best management
practices (BMPs). All SBRs and related BMPs contain minimum standards, measurable
goals, and implementation schedules. New development and redevelopment is addressed, in
part, by requiring municipalities to adopt and enforce a stormwater management plan and
ordinance in accordance with N.J.A.C. 7:8. Existing developed areas are addressed through
broad topics including Local Public Education, and (for the Tier A, Public Complex and
Highway Permits) Improper Disposal of Waste, Solids and Floatable Controls, Maintenance
Yard Operations, and Employee Training.

Under the MSRP, the Township of Berkeley Heights is classified as a Tier A municipality
and is subject to all the permit provisions accorded that designation.
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1. Introduction

This Municipal Stormwater Management Plan (MSWMP) was developed by the
Township of Berkeley Heights (Township) Engineering Department for the purpose of
establishing, implementing, and enforcing a stormwater management strategy to address
stormwater-related impacts for the Township of Berkeley Heights. The development of
the MSWMP in conjunction with a separate Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan
(SPPP) is part of an overall stormwater management strategy required by the N.J.A.C.
7:14A-25 Municipal Stormwater Regulations adopted in February 2004.

The MSWMP addresses the required elements described in N.J.A.C. 7:8 Stormwater
Management Rules for new major development as defined in the Rules. The MSWMP
shall remain consistent with other regulations on stormwater management issues such as
those of the Soil Conservation Districts and the Residential Site Improvement Standards.
This MSWMP is subject to an approval from the County of Union and becomes effective
upon that approval.

The “Design and Performance Standards” section of the MSWMP addresses stormwater
design and performance standards for new major development regarding groundwater
recharge, stormwater quantity, and stormwater quality impacts. The performance
standards therein are intended to minimize the adverse impact of stormwater runoff on
water quality and quantity along with the loss of groundwater recharge that provides the
baseflow for receiving water bodies.

The MSWMP establishes the long-term operation and maintenance measures for existing
and future stormwater facilities. Preventative and corrective maintenance strategies are
included in the plan to ensure long-term effectiveness of stormwater management

facilities.

The “Plan Consistency” section of the MSWMP addresses the MSWP consistency with
the Somerset-Union Soil Conservation District and any other stormwater management
plan, such as an adopted regional stormwater management plan.

The “Nonstructural Stormwater Management Strategies” section of the MSWMP
addresses the evaluation to determine how the municipal plan and ordinances should be
amended to implement the principles of nonstructural stormwater management also
called low impact development techniques.

The “Land Use/Build-Out Analysis” section of the MSWMP addresses the build-out
analysis requirement for municipalities having one square mile or more of vacant or
agricultural lands. The build-out analysis, at a minimum, is the acreage of impervious
surfaces and associated nonpoint loadings attributed, assuming full development under
existing zoning, for each HUC14 drainage area in the municipality.
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As is documented later in the MSWMP in Table C-1, the Township has 0.2384 square
miles of vacant/developable and/or open lands. Since the Township has less than one
square mile (1 mi?) of vacant/developable lands, it is therefore not required to provide a
“build-out” analysis as part of the MSWMP per N.J.A.C. 7:8-4.2(c)10.

The “Mitigation Plan” section of the MSWMP addresses the requirements under a formal
Township plan to grant a variance or exemption from the design and performance
standards of a municipal stormwater management plan. In accordance with the
Stormwater Regulations, no_variances or exemptions for the design and performance
standards shall be permitted without a formal Mitigation Plan.





















































































































